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On Nov. 21 in Rio de Janeiro, the official statistics agency (Instituto Brasileiro de Geografia e
Estatistica-IBGE) released results of its 1990 household survey. Highlights are summarized below.
* In 1990, the wealthiest 10% of all households received 49.7% of national income, and the poorest
10%, 0.8%. * Mean real household income last year dropped 18.4% compared to 1989. * 44.5% of
workers earned the equivalent of two minimum wages or less (US$80 per month). * About 25% of
the labor force earned one minimum wage or less (US$40 per month). * Only 58.8% of the labor force
had employment contracts. * The illiteracy rate (absence of all formal instruction) among persons 10
years and older was 17.8%, down from 22.3% in 1981. * In 1990, 25% of adults had completed eight
years of primary education, compared to 18.3% in 1981. * Households headed by women rose from
16.9% in 1981 to 20.3% in 1990. * In 1990, 27.6% of households lacked access to potable water, 35%
to trash collection services, and 12% to electricity. Next, 28.9% of households were not equipped
with a refrigerator; 84% possessed at least one radio, and 74%, a television set. * A total of 33% of all
households were homeowners. * The proportion of the population under 10 years of age dropped
from 25.7% in 1981 to 22.9% in 1990. The next age cohort, 10 to 17 years, dropped from 19% to 17.8%.
Next, Brazilians 60 years of age and older comprised 7.7% of the population in 1990, compared to
6.4% in 1981. The 18 to 59 year old group accounted for 51.6% last year, and 48.9% in 1981. * The
IBGE's population estimate for 1990 is 155 million. A demographic census is currently underway.
(Basic data from Agence France-Presse, 11/21/91)
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